AIRY TOLL HOUSES
I saw this video the other day (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LICD5oIuybg&feature=related) about near death experiences, and I thought it would be nice to inform anyone concerned that the “life after death” knowledge science is looking to discover by research, is already known to the Orthodox Church for past 2000 years be revelation. 
Lazarus the resurrected friend of Lord Jesus <http://orthodoxword.wordpress.com/2010/03/27/the-rising-of-lazarus-a-symbol-of-our-future-resurrection-the-tomb-of-lazarus-from-bethany-and-the-church-dedicated-to-the-saint-from-cyprus/> was a Cyprus Bishop here for 30 years and he was known to never ever smile. He was also known to sometimes spit discreetly while making a bitter face.     

After many years of “questioning” by the clergy in His local Church he finally revealed the -misery of Hades- while there for 4 days and also explained that it was impossible for anyone being there ever recovering from the shock of things seen and experienced. 

Questions that need to be answered: 
Was Lazarus a GOOD person? Why being good did not save Lazarus? If Jesus knew Lazarus personally from his boyhood years why didn’t He SAVE him?  
 The Holy Fathers answer is very clear. The Church (her redeeming Holy Sacraments) was not present yet. Lord Jesus did not Die and Resurrect events that were to be followed by Pentecost (the creation of the New Testament Church) were Lord Jesus becomes our mediator and Height Priest for all eternity to come. (Hebrews 5:5) “Christ did not take the honour of being High Priest by Himself. God Himself gave this honour to Him. You will be a priest forever in the priestly order of Melchizedek”. In (John 5:11, 12) we are informed why. “And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life”. 
After Pentecost and the descending of the Holy Spirit, the Apostles went around the world creating Churches (the word Church is in the Holy Bible 104 times) using Church rules (cannons) that were also divinely begotten at Pentecost. <http://www.holytrinitymission.org/books/english/cannons_apostles_rudder.htm> 
These cannons are still in use 2000 years later, for they contain the uncontested WILL of GOD as to the way of Salvation (to redeem man from sin) of man. The Christian Church was not found as a philosophical institution, but as a Theraputical one. 
The sermon of Paul concerning “One Church, One Faith and One Baptism” in (Ephesians 4, 5), is a call of unity through the Holy Spirit through which emerges the One Moral Body that keeps the Church alive.
http://www.greekorthodoxchurch.org/orthodox_psychotherapy.html  

After Death Experiences

After the coming of His Church 2000 years ago, the after Death experiences of Christians that were united with our Lord during the Holy Sacrament of Baptism seem to be different than people like in the case of Lazarus who did not yet receive the proper therapy, who had nothing to hope for. 

Baptism
In (Galatians 3:27) that describes Baptism, we read of certain Spiritual events that take place that releases man from -spiritual death- begotten from the actions of the protoplasts, which was in essence the eternal separation of man from God. (Gen 2:17) “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die”.

(Galatians 3:27) “You were baptized into union with Christ, and now you are clothed with the life of Christ himself”. In Orthodox theological terms, the Holy Sacrament of Baptism cleans man from all sins enabling him to unite with his Creator God by restoring him to Gods likeness, (Holy) granting him this way the opportunity from here on earth to achieve immortality (theosis), a life that is Eternal, a Partake with God, otherwise known as Sainthood. It is also important to know, that during the Holy Sacrament of Baptism, there are also readings of verses through which there is a renunciation and an outcast of the devil from ones heart that is followed by an assignment from God of a personal life time guardian angel who will accompany the Baptized till the last day of their lives. In the following verse we are informed by our Lord that the guardian angels of children are found in the presence of the Lord continuously, and that they very candor to Him.
(Mathew 18:10) Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, that in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. 

The new spiritual conditions begotten through Baptism (the one prescribed by the Holy Apostles), entitles the soul to destinations like Paradise and even the presence of God… but only if worthy!   

This is why Christians go through the 24 Aerial Toll Houses, there is going to be an open trial in each and every of the houses, an open presentation from demons on all of the persons acts of sins, and a presentation from the guardian angel on all the good ones and the ones erased through the Holy Sacrament of Confession. In (John 14:30) Lord Jesus describes to the disables one of the most important preconditions (that could bind Him as a man) from Resurrection. (John 14:30) “Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me’. With in these last 2 words (nothing in me/no sin) lay the purpose of the creation of His Church as a theraputical institution and the only means of man for his return to Paradise, God, and the Heavenly Kingdom. There for, the 23 Toll Houses cannot possible be available for those who were not baptized, who were never redeemed from sin. It is not possible for a soul (person) to claim to find their selves to the presence of God with an ill begotten heart that is begotten by the devil. (Matthew 15-19). “For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies”. 
AIRY Toll Houses
This next paragraph was takes from  
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Aerial_Toll-Houses   (WIKI) 
{The teaching of Aerial Toll-Houses regards the soul's journey after its departure from the body, and is related to the particular judgment. In its most general form, it refers to the idea that after death, the demons attempt to find a basis for taking the soul to Hades, while the angels and the prayers of the living defend the soul if it can be defended. Whether the soul is finally seized by the demons, or taken to heaven depends on the state of the soul at death. In either case, the soul then experiences a foretaste of what it can expect after the final judgment. According to Fr. Thomas Hopko, the teaching of the Toll Houses is found in virtually every Father of the Church} 
During the exit of the soul, the personal guardian angel is the one who is going to defend the Christian in the presence of God. The demons on the other hand who are also present, will present in writing all the -bad deeds- done from the beginning of their lives hoping to claim the soul for their selves at the end of the proceedings. The greatest “weapon” of the guardian angel is the souls Confession acts. (John 20:21, 22, 23)  If a sin has been confessed during the life time of the diseased, the angel will simply present the time and place confessed and it will be erased. 

The 23 Toll Houses known only by Orthodox theology are in essence 23 checks points for certain sins after death. The soul is examined on a certain sin for in each check point. If the soul is free from the sin checked at the particular toll house, it moves up to the next toll house. If it manages to pass the 23rd one, it arrives to the gates of Paradise. However if it is found guilty even in the last toll house, it is seized by demons and it is driven to Hades where it will wait for the Final Judgment at which time it will finally be led to Hell.    
1   The toll house of aspersion
2   The toll house of insult

3   The toll house of jaundice

4   The toll house of deceit

5   The toll house of anger

6   The toll house of pride 

7   The toll house of blasphemy 

8   The toll house of babble/ balderdash
9   The toll house of interest/deceit
10 The toll house of laziness/sleep
11 The toll house of stinginess
12 The toll house of drunkenness 

13 The toll house of unforgivingness
14 The toll house of sorcery and clairvoyance
15 The toll house of gluttony
16 The toll house of pagan worship
17 The toll house of homosexuality
18 The toll house of coquetry/face painting
19 The toll house of adultery
20 The toll house of murder 

21 The toll house of theft 

22 The toll house of prostitution 

23 The toll house of uncharitableness
Video- Aerial Toll Houses

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=671etheTRzE  (speech U Tube)
“The Therapy begins with the -outlasting of the devil- from the heart through a -Baptism- of a Church that still produces Saints today, a Church delivered by the Apostles the day of Her creation 2000 years ago”. 
The common -out of body- near death- experience
(Luke 12:20) “But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided”? All worries of punishments expected for the coming life simply disappear after having a personal experience in the presence of the “bright intelligent being” that has shown neither anger nor rage but only understanding for our greatest of sins!    

This bright intelligent being experienced, is none other than the devil his self and his demons who are known to be able to transform their selves to various shapes right at the moment of the exit of the soul. The devil wants to assure the soul that there is nothing to repent from, nothing to change  in case it returns to the body.  It “teaches” the soul that there is nothing to be afraid of the bright being who is Christ will not judge us or sentence us to anything!  
The tunnel light

The transformed devil  resembles his self as a bright “kind” entity, and even a tunnel light, in order to “invite” a soul beyond the point of return, in order to then “grab” it and take it straight to Hades.
General after life knowledge: 

The Holy Fathers give a picture of Paradise and Hades by telling a story of a great castle belonging to a King (Lord Jesus) where the honored quests (the ones in Paradise) are found outside the corridors waiting for the great big doors of the dining room to open (Second Coming) to enjoy a great feast. 
In the same castle and at the same time, those who were unholy are found in the dungeons beneath looking across the yard at the gallows trying to imagine how it is going to be like when day brakes, at His Second Coming. 
Before His Second Coming all souls are bodiless and they are aware of Paradise and/or Hades only mentally (like watching a movie). The physical awareness (the senses) will come after each soul reclaims their own body. The way of the “construction” of the resurrected body will depend on our -life time deeds and actions- Each person is going to “construct/create” his or her body in relationship with God and man! 

His Second Coming is not about punishment but the rendering of His Justice.”   

Saint Nicodimos the Athonide is a little bit more lucid when describing the general “picture” of the Holy and the unholy the moment of Resurrection.
The bodies of the Saints will resurrect to the Likeness of God and will be Soft, hollow, beautiful, transparent, bright, warm, and spiritual, were the bodies of the unholy (the likeness of the devil) will have a surpassing difference to those of the righteous ones there will be tough, heavy, ugly, foul, dark, evil  stiff and unrefined”.

The Heavenly Kingdom and Hell: 

The Heavenly Kingdom and Hell are not present yet. Heavenly Kingdom and Hell will come in to being after His Second Coming at which time man will acquire bodily senses, for he will become once more body and soul. According to the Holy Fathers after Resurrection and after His Judgment (the rendering of His Justice) there will be an –Ascension by Lord Jesus and His Saints - into the Heavenly Kingdom (as described in Apocalypses) where Lord Jesus will be a High Priest and a King for all eternity for all time to come. Hebrews 5:6 As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.
In the Heavenly Kingdom will live Lord Jesus who is a -God by nature- (God Logos), and all of His Saints who were united with Him as “gods by the grace of God” 
Lord Jesus

(Revelation 21:6) “Lord Jesus Christ is the ALPHA and the OMEGA, the CAUSE of the CREATIONAL BEGINNING, the CAUSATION OF CREATION, the SUPREME and UPMOST PURPOSE FOR ALL CREATIONS”. Yes my beloved brothers and sisters, the Hebrew man named Jesus who walked the earth 2000 years ago, was no more, no less, God Creator His Self! 
A Word about Church History

Scholars estimate there are over 2600 groups today who lay claim to being the Church, or at least the direct descendants of the Church described in the New Testament. Repeat: 2600!

But for the first thousand years of her history the Church was essentially one. Five historic Patriarchal centers--Jerusalem; Antioch, Rome, Alexandria, and Constantinople-- formed a cohesive whole and were in full communion with each other. There were occasional heretical or schismatic groups going their own way, to be sure; but the Church was unified until the 11th century. Then, in events culminating in A.D.1054, the Roman Patriarch pulled away from the other four, pursuing his long-developing claim of universal headship of the Church.

Today, nearly a thousand years later, the other four Patriarchates remain intact, in full communion, maintaining that Orthodox apostolic faith of the inspired New Testament record and (Ephesians 4, 5) “One Church, One Faith and One Baptism”. The Orthodox Church and her history is described herein, from Pentecost to the present day.

CBS TV -60 Minutes- went to Mount Athos Thessalonica. See what they have discovered

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B1BURFvRFOE&NR=1

Please do not forget,

to also mention me in your prayers. 

Constantinos 

